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SUPREME COURT ON THE 
“GIVE AWAY” PLAN 


UNANIMOUS opinion of the high- 
A est court of the land has lately re- 
affirmed one of the principles of ethical 
subscription book selling long promoted 
by librarians, in cooperation with repu- 
table publishers and booksellers. The 
Supreme court decision handed down on 
November 8 in the case of the Federal 
trade commission versus the Standard 
education society of Minnesota and the 
Standard encyclopedia company of II- 


en 


linois particularly concerns the sales 
method known as the “give away” plan. 
The case had its inception in 1929 in 
a complaint brought by the Federal trade 
commission against these companies for 
certain sales practices in which they were 
engaging. Among these practices was the 
publisher’s offer of a ten-volume en- 
cyclopedia free on condition that the recip- 
ient subscribe to a ten-year supplemen- 
tary service at a cost of $69.50. The 





Tue Susscription Booxs Buttetin is published quarterly by the American Library Association, 520 N. 


Michigan Ave., Chicago, III. 


class — May 2, 1930, at the post office at Chicago, IIl., 


Subscription price $1.00 per year; 35c per single copy. 


tered as second 
with additional entry at Crawfordsville, Ind., 


under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1938, ’ by the American Library Association. 


Printed in the U 


Indexed in Book Review Digest 











2 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





findings of the Commission showed that 
this price was actually the standard price 
of the encyclopedia, the loose-leaf serv- 
ice, and ten years’ research privileges. 
The publisher’s advertisement of the en- 
cyclopedia as free was therefore “false, 
misleading, and deceptive,” according to 
the Commission’s decision of December 
24, 1931, and was included in a cease 
and desist order against the company. 

A petition to enforce its rulings brought 

by the Commission before the United 
States Circuit court of appeals, 2d dis- 
trict, resulted in a decision, a year ago, 
upholding the Commission in all but the 
order regarding the “give away” scheme. 
Judge Learned Hand of the Circuit court 
reversed this particular ruling on the 
ground that its enforcement entailed “a 
pedantic scrupulosity. He said, “We can- 
not take seriously the suggestion that a 
man who is buying a set of books and a 
ten years’ ‘extension service’ will be fat- 
uous enough to be misled by the mere 
statement that the first are given away, 
and that he is paying only for the second. 
. . . Such trivial niceties are too impal- 
pable for practical affairs.” 
_ In contradiction of this opinion, that 
of the Supreme court holds that “the 
Commission was justified from the evi- 
dence in finding that customers were mis- 
led. Testimony in the record from citi- 
zens of ten states—teachers, doctors, 
college professors, club women, business 
men—proves beyond doubt that the prac- 
tice was not only the commonly accepted 
sales method for respondents’ encyclope- 
dias, but that it successfully deceived and 
deluded its victims.” 

The “give away” plan, in so far as it 
deceives purchasers as to the relative 


values of books or services purchased and 
of those given away has long been con- 
demned by librarians. (See the sugges- 
tions submitted by the Subscription books 
committee of the American library as- 
sociation to a similar committee of the 
National association of book publishers 
in their cooperative effort to check sales 
practices harmful to the public and preju- 
dicial to the interests of honest subscrip- 
tion book publishers, Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January 1930.) The scheme 
was prohibited by the trade practice rules 
of the NRA code of fair competition for 
the book publishing industry, Divisional 
code E (see Subscription Books Bulletin, 
July 1934). That such a sales method is 
contrary to sound business standards is 
demonstrated by numerous rulings of the 
Federal trade commission against similar 
schemes in other fields of business as well 
as in the book trade. 

It is heartening to note the positive 
terms in which the Supreme court opinion 
upholds the Commission’s order against 
the “give away” scheme as practiced by 
the Standard education society: “The fact 
that a false statement may be obviously 
false to those who are trained and ex- 
perienced does not change its character, 
nor take away its power to deceive others 
less experienced. There is no duty rest- 
ing upon a citizen to suspect the honesty 
of those with whom he transacts business. 
Laws are made to protect the trusting 
The best ele- 
ment of business has long since decided 
that honesty should govern competitive 
enterprises and that the rule of caveat 
emptor should not be relied upon to re- 
ward fraud and deception.” 

Such an emphatic statement of the 


as well as the suspicious. 
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buyer’s right to an honest representation 
of goods purchased cannot but have a 
strong influence in checking this particular 
bookselling practice. Unfortunately, 
however, the “give away” scheme has 
possibilities of variation which may 
equally victimize the unwary buyer. Per- 
sons who complain of having been de- 
ceived by such methods should be urged 
to send their complaints to the Federal 
trade commission, Washington, D. C., 
to be filed as evidence for an official in- 
vestigation of the offending company. 
Orders to cease and desist cannot be 
served without such evidence. 

Librarians should be alert to recognize 
and protest against variations of the “give 
away” plan. They can render an impor- 
tant service in warning their patrons 
against specious advertising and encourag- 
ing the buying of subscription books on 
merit alone. 


The American Jewish year book 
5698, September 6, 1937 to September 
25, 1938, v.39, ed. by Harry Schneider- 


man for the American Jewish com- 


mittee. Philadelphia, The Jewish 
publication society of America, 
1937. $3. 


The American Jewish year book has 
been published since 1899, and since 
1909 has been issued in the office of the 
American Jewish committee. It con- 
tains an almanac, statistical and direc- 
tory material, and_ special articles 
prepared primarily for Jewish readers 
but valuable in any library or institution 
having many questions on Jewish sub- 
jects. 

Certain features appear regularly in 
each edition, and will be considered first. 


A list of references to special articles 
appearing in previous issues of the year 
book is given at the front of each volume. 

Jewish almanac material includes an 
abridged calendar, a calendar by months 
and the time of sunrise and sunset in 
northern latitudes. 

A Review of the year is included in 
each volume. That in the last issue is 
for the year 5697 and, according to a 
footnote, covers the period July 1, 1936 
to June 30, 1937. All important events 
of the year which particularly affect 
Jews are discussed. The political and 
economic situation of the Jews as related 
to present day world conditions is con- 
sidered in detail, country by country. 
Four appendixes to the Review of the 
year include the text of the official sum- 
mary of the Palestine royal commission 
report, lists of Anniversaries and other 
celebrations, Appointments, honors and 
elections, Special bequests and gifts, and 
a Necrology. 

A section of about 100 pages is de- 
voted to directories and similar material. 
Considerable information is included on 
Jewish national organizations in the 
United States, such as the name of the 
organization, date of organization, ad- 
dress, date of meetings, purpose, officers, 
and publications. This is followed by a 
directory of Jewish federations and wel- 
fare funds, Jewish periodicals appearing 
in the United States, and also lists of 
Jews in the Congress of the United States, 
Jews in the diplomatic service of the 
United States, and Jews as governors of 
states. 

Another section entitled Statistics of 
Jews includes figures on the Jews in the 
United States, Jewish population of the 
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world, Immigration of Jews to the 
United States, Jewish immigration to 
other American countries, Jewish immi- 
gration to Palestine. 

Following the statistical section are 
the annual reports of the American 
Jewish committee, and of the Jewish 
publication society of America. 

In addition to the above features, 
which are similar from year to year, 
special articles on timely subjects are 
included in each edition. The 39th 
issue has biographical articles on two 
Jewish leaders 
hundred-page article, “Jewish commu- 
nity organization in the United States,” 
by Maurice J. Karpf, a twenty-eight- 
page article, “The Jewish welfare 
board—twenty years old,” by Cyrus 
Adler, and two articles on the Hebrew 
university by Joseph Klausner and 
Samuel B. Finkel respectively. 

Statistical material appears to be as up 
to date as can be obtained. Immigra- 
tion figures include those for the year 
1936. Population figures vary from 
about 1927 to 1936. Care has been 
taken by the compilers to indicate the 
“date in almost all cases. 

No other publication covers the same 
field as the American Jewish year book. 
An English annual of similar title, the 
Jewish year book, contains almanac 
material, directories, lists, bibliographies, 
statistics, etc., particularly for the Brit- 
ish Empire. It does not include articles 
such as those which form a large part of 
the American Jewish year book, nor does 
it give detailed information concerning 
Jews in the United States. 

Illustrations do not form an impor- 
tant part of the American Jewish year 


recently deceased, a 


book, but when any are included they 

are well chosen and clearly reproduced. 
The physical make-up is as good as 

that of the average almanac and year- 

book. The paper and printing are fair. 

The binding is of olive green cloth. 
Recommended. 


Canadian who’s who; founded 1910, 
with which is incorporated “Canadian 
men and women of the time” ; a hand- 
book of Canadian biography of living 
characters; ed. by Sir Charles G. D. 
Roberts and Arthur Leonard Tunnell. 
v.II, 1936-37. Toronto, Transcan- 
ada pr., c1936. 1254p. $15. 


This publication should not be con- 
fused with the annual Who’s who in 
Canada published by the International 
press, ltd. The Canadian who’s who, 
1936-37 is the second volume of a 
series first published in 1910 by the 
Times publishing company, London. 
The present publishers also hold the 
copyright of Canadian men and women 
of the time, edited by the late Henry J. 
Morgan, of which the second and last 
edition appeared in 1912. 

The Canadian who’s who, 1936-37 
lists in alphabetical order approximately 
6,500 sketches of Canadian men and 
women resident in Canada or abroad. 
Persons arbitrarily included are “all 
members of the Dominion Parliament, 
members of the Dominion and Provin- 
cial Cabinets, judges of the Supreme 
Court of Canada and of the Supreme, 
Appeal, and Superior Courts of the Prov- 
inces, Dominion department heads, all 
Canadian ambassadors and ministers 
plenipotentiary, all ambassadors and 


ministers accredited to this country, 
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heads of our univezsities and colleges, 
bishops and chief ecclesiastics of the re- 
ligious denominations in Canada and 
authors and artists whose works are well- 
known.” 

Newfoundlanders are included as 
though they were Canadians, but no men- 
tion of this fact is made in the volume. 

According to the preface, ‘““No one has 
paid or can pay for inclusion in the 
Canadian who’s who.” 

Information is of the type usually 
found in a “Who’s who.” An unusual 
but helpful feature is the printing in 
capitals of the “chief active occupation 
of the subject,” which makes this infor- 
mation stand out distinctly from the rest 
of the data, even in the midst of a para- 
graph. A less commendable practice, 
which follows the precedent of the 
Canadian men and women of the time, 
is the inclusion, at the end of occasional 
sketches, of laudatory quotations from 
individuals or publications. ‘These seem 
a waste of space as they add little of value 
to the biographical information. 

“The data are autobiographical,” ac- 
cording to the preface. “In a few cases 
where the information was gathered by 
the editorial staff from the public press 
and private sources, it was submitted for 
correction, and has, for the most part, 
been revised or approved.” 

The sketches are preceded by a brief 
list of “Major occurrences during the 
course of printing,” “Residence statis- 
tics,” and a list of persons in the book 
whose deaths were reported before final 
publication. 

At the end of the volume there 
are a “Geographical and occupational 
index” and lists of government depart- 


ments, universities, and associations, with 
their chief officials. 

The editors, Sir Charles G. D. Roberts 
and Arthur Leonard Tunnell, were also 
editors of A standard dictionary of 
Canadian biography, the Canadian who 
was who, 1875-1933, published in 1934. 
Sir Charles G. D. Roberts is a well- 
known Canadian poet, novelist, and 
nature story writer. 

A comparison of the Canadian who's 
who, 1936-37 with Who’s who in 
Canada, 1936-37 reveals in the Da sec- 
tion, 32 entries in common, 62 in the 
Canadian who’s who only, and 15 in 
Who’s who in Canada only. 

The make-up of the Canadian who’s 
who, 1936-37 seems satisfactory. The 
binding is of red cloth. Signatures are 
well sewn on tapes. The print is good, 
but margins are narrow. 

According to the preface, a companion 
volume of portraits is being planned. 

The Canadian who’s who, 1936-37 
appears to furnish reliable information 
about a representative selection of living 
Canadians. It is recommended for li- 
braries needing such material. 


Commonwealth vocational-guidance 
monographs. Series B. 28 cm. 80 
E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Common- 
wealth book co., inc., c1936. Set, boxed 
$17.75. Series A and B $33.50, when 


purchased as a unit; single copies $1 ea. 


Like Series A, which was published in 
1934, this set of monographs is in the 
form of separate pamphlets, each having 
to do with a particular vocation and pre- 
pared for the junior and senior high 
school student. For a general discussion 
of the purpose, scope and value of the 
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monographs see the review of Series A 
in Subscription Books Bulletin for July 
1935, p.39. 

Series B covers the following 25 ad- 
ditional vocations: Retail merchandis- 
ing, Airplane mechanics, Cleaning and 
dyeing, Market gardening and truck 
farming, Automotive mechanics (Diesel 
engine), Railway (commercial), Rail- 
way (mechanical), Stock raising, Weld- 
ing, The tool and die maker, Machine 
shop mechanics, Landscape gardening and 
tree surgery, Nursery and flower grow- 
ing, The laundry business, Carpentry 
and mill work, Drafting and design, 
Poultry raising, Bee keeping, Dairying, 
The hostess, The dietician, The hotel 
industry, Mining (coal and iron), Min- 
ing (petroleum and metal), The confec- 
tioner. 

An excellent feature is the mention, 
whenever possible, of organizations in the 
field, and the listing of books and mag- 
azines useful not only to students inter- 
ested in the occupation but to persons al- 
ready at work in it. Most of the titles 
included in the bibliographies are recent 
and written by recognized authorities in 
the field. The omission of some im- 
portant titles of recent date was noticed. 

A useful teacher’s manual is sent to 
schools ordering sets of monographs and 
covers both series. It is especially in- 
tended for the classroom teacher, since 
only the largest schools maintain a guid- 
ance teacher or staff. 

The monographs are in mimeographed 
form and average 17 pages in length. For 
material of this character, they seem over- 
priced. The price of Series A was orig- 
inally $14.75, which seemed high, as 


was pointed out in the review of that 


series. The price is now $17.75 for each 
series, with a rate of $33.50 for both 
series purchased together. Single copies 
of the monographs may be purchased for 
$1 each. The increase in price does not 
seem justified by a corresponding increase 
in usefulness. 

While there is no question that these 
monographs would be helpful to libraries 
and schools which have many demands 
for vocational material, they cannot be 
considered indispensable, since informa- 
tion on most of the vocations is available 
in other sources, although not always so 
adequate or as easily obtained. Con- 
siderable material of this character is 
indexed by vocation in Occupations and 
vocational guidance, a source list of 
pamphlet material, compiled by Wilma 
Bennett (2d ed. rev. 1936), Index to 
vocations, compiled by Willodeen Price 
and Zelma E. Ticen (1936), and Books 
about jobs, by Willard E. Parker 
(c1936). 

In view of the high price, the Common- 
wealth vocational-guidance monographs 
are recommended only where cost is of 
secondary consideration. 


The Compendium of American 
genealogy; the standard genealogical 
encyclopedia of the first families of 
America; ed. by Frederick Adams Vir- 
kus. 440 South Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago, Institute of American genealogy. 
v.VI, 1937. 960p.  Prepublication 
price $17.50; to libraries, $14. 


Earlier volumes of this set were re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulletin 
for July 1934, p.37. This sixth volume 
includes 2,000 records and 8,000 lineages, 
bringing the total number of lineages for 
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the series to 45,000. In arrangement it 
follows the same plan as that used in the 
first five volumes, continuing the inclu- 
sion of the various indexes. A brief list 
of abbreviations of Christian names has 
been added. The biographical sketches 
of immigrant ancestors have been in- 
creased in number from 1,800 in volume 
V to 2,500 in volume VI. 


Recommended. 


Encyclopedia of banking and finance, 
by Glenn G. Munn. N. Y., Bankers’ 
publishing co., 1937. viii, 866p. $12. 


In the preface this volume is referred 
to as the fourth edition, although the 
third edition was published in 1931 and 
was followed in 1935 by volume 1 of an 
incomplete edition planned for two 
volumes, which was reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, October 1936, 
p.56. Volume 2 of the 1935 edition, 
which was to have included the texts of 
laws and statistical tables, was never pub- 
lished. 

In this issue the author resumes the 
more conveniént form followed in the 
first three editions, of incorporating legis- 
lative texts and statistical tables in alpha- 
betical order among other material. The 
chief information added includes legis- 
lation passed since the 1935 edition 
appeared, recent statistics, and a few re- 
cent bibliographical references. The 
total additions increase the size of the 
volume by about 85 pages. 

More consistent alphabetizing im- 
proves the arrangement of material, but 
errors noted in the previous review have 
not been corrected. 

The 1937 edition is recommended only 
to libraries not owning the 1935 edition. 


=. 


Encyclopaedia of the social sciences ; 
ed. by Edwin R. A. Seligman; asso- 
ciate ed., Alvin Johnson. 8v. N. Y., 
Macmillan, 1937. $45. 25% dis- 


count to libraries. 


This is a reprint, from the same plates, 
of the fifteen-volume set priced at 
$112.50, of which the first volume was 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1930, p.9. All of the original 
material has been included in the reprint. 
Though two volumes are now bound in 
one, except in the case of volume 8, which 
is identical with the former volume 15, 
the separate paging and title pages of 
each of the original volumes are retained. 
The index is the same as that of the 
fifteen-volume set. The fact that the 
index refers to volumes 1 to 15 whereas 
the volumes of the new edition are num- 
bered on the outside 1 to 8 may cause 
slight inconvenience in consultation. 

The new set is bound in library buck- 
ram of a color described by the publisher 
as gray-black and printed on good paper 
which is slightly thinner than that of the 
original edition. 

Many libraries which have felt unable - 
to afford this valuable reference work will 
welcome the less expensive reprint. 

Recommended. 


Hammond’s new world atlas; con- 
taining new and complete historical, 
economic, political and physical maps 
of the entire world in full colors, with 
complete indexes and illustrated gazet- 
teer of the world. Garden City, 
N. Y., Doubleday, Doran & co., 1937 
[c1936] 352p. 52x 35cm. $25; to 
libraries and schools, $20; semiannual 
supplements, $2.50 each. 
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This is similar in size and general ap- 
pearance to the Hammond New world 
loose leaf atlas, reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January 1931, 
p.3. The New world atlas does not in- 
clude some material found in the loose- 
leaf edition; e.g., the physical maps of 
the states of the United States, a few of 
the economic maps, the auto route maps 
of the United States, the air route maps 
of foreign countries, the “Ready reference 
index of the principal regions, rivers, 
waters, and mountains of the world,” 
and the postal guide. On the other 
hand, a series of sectional maps of the 
United States, not found in the Loose 
leaf atlas, has been added to the New 
world atlas. 

The smaller centra! European coun- 
tries are shown on a reduced scale in the 
New world atlas, and the maps of Iran, 
Afghanistan, and Baluchistan, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics in Europe, 
the Scandinavian peninsula, Spain and 
Portugal, the Indian Empire, Burma, 
Malay or the East Indian archipelago, 
and the West Indies differ from cor- 
responding maps in the loose-leaf edi- 
tion, which were made by the English 
eartographers, George Philip and son. 

Otherwise, the material in the two 
editions appears similar, though certain 
maps in the New world atlas show more 
recent revision. Maps of South America, 
for instance, give the new territory of 
Inini established in 1933 by a division 
of French Guiana, not noted in the Loose 
leaf atlas. 

The New world atlas seems well pro- 
portioned in its treatment of various 
parts of the world. The relative com- 
prehensiveness with which foreign coun- 


tries are included is shown by the fact 
that of the 178 pages of maps, about 35 
per cent are political maps of foreign 
countries exclusive of Canada, 40 per 
cent political maps of the United States, 
and 5 per cent political maps of Canada. 
Economic and physical maps of the 
world and the continents make up about 
10 per cent and historical maps about 8 
per cent of the map pages. 

The workmanship of the individual 
maps varies in quality, from the admi- 
rable clearness of such maps as those of 
South America, China, Japan and con- 
tiguous territories, Oklahoma, and Ten- 
nessee, to the decided indistinctness of 
such others as Maine, Montana, West 
Virginia, and Alberta, Canada, in which 
many place names are illegible. Relief 
is not uniformly indicated on the politi- 
Though shown by hachuring 
on many of those of foreign countries, 
it is not indicated on any of those of the 
United States and Canada. Land eleva- 
tion and ocean depth are frequently in- 
dicated also on the foreign maps by 


cal maps. 


numerals. 

Features which add to the interest and 
usefulness of many of the foreign maps, 
though not uniformly given for all, are 
insets showing the general layout of im- 
portant large cities, the marking of sites 
of battlefields and of ancient cities and 
ruins, and the indication of vernacular 
terms for such physical features as lakes, 
rivers, etc. 

The New world atlas shares the com- 
mon fault of American atlases in the 
absence of a comprehensive general in- 
dex. The so-called “general index” is a 
relatively brief list of cities and towns 


exclusive of the United States and 
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Canada. There are detailed indexes for 
each map which include physical features 
as well as towns, in all cases except those 
for the United States. Population 
figures of certain countries, such as 
France and Germany, seem up to date 
in the general index but in the more 
inclusive individual indexes are not the 
latest available. 

The New world atlas appears strongly 
as well as attractively bound in red 
fabrikoid. The binding is not sufficiently 
flexible, however, to allow pages to lie 
flat when the volume is open. This 
sometimes makes consultation difficult, 
especially in the case of double page maps, 
and great strain is necessarily placed on 
the backbone in holding the volume wide 
open. 

A binder is given free with the first 
supplement, and strips of gummed paper 
are conveniently provided to refer from 
the superseded maps to revised ones in 
the supplement. The first supplement 
consists of eight maps including the 
USSR in Asia, Vermont and New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, New Jersey, Mary- 
land and Delaware, Eastern Tennessee, 
Oklahoma, and Washington _ state. 
These appear identical to supplementary 
maps sent in June 1937 to subscribers 
to the Loose leaf atlas supplements. The 
map of the USSR shows the addition of 
many new place names and some other 
changes, with corrections in the accom- 
panying index, in which population 
figures also show revision. Changes 
noted in the state maps, such as the in- 
sertion or deletion of the names of a few 
towns and railroads, seem of minor im- 
portance. 


The Hammona’s new universal world 
atlas, priced at $9.75, which has been 
on sale in bookstores for several months 
past is similar to the New world atlas 
except that it lacks the physical and his- 
torical maps and gazetteer. According 
to the publishers, the publication of this 
edition has been discontinued. 

As an up-to-date American atlas which 
treats foreign countries with compara- 
tive fulness, the New world atlas is 
recommended for libraries and schools 
needing a comprehensive political atlas. 
The degree of revision in comparison 
with the Loose leaf atlas hardly seems 
sufficient to justify its purchase by 
owners of the latter edition and sup- 
plements. 


New comprehensive standard school 
dictionary of the English language, 
giving the spelling, division, pronuncia- 
tion, meaning, and etymology of 
50,000 words and phrases, with illus- 
trative examples of their correct use 
in English speech and literature, to- 
gether with 5,000 synonyms and 1,800 
pictorial illustrations in half-tone, 
line, and color, including full-page 
plates; ed. by Frank H. Vizetelly and 
Charles Earle Funk. N. Y., Funk & 
Wagnalls, 1938 [cl1937] xiv, 1008p. 
$1.32; to schools, 99c in quantity lots, 
f.o.b. New York City. 


New comprehensive standard dic- 

tionary of the English language 

; ed. by Frank H. Vizetelly and 

Charles Earle Funk. N. Y., Funk & 

Wagnalls, 1938 [c1937] cloth, $1.75; 
with thumb-notch index, $2.25. 


According to the publisher these two 
titles are identical in content. The re- 
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view is based on an examination of the 
former title. 

“This is a new dictionary, on a new 
plan, and set in mew type from cover to 
cover,’ according to the preface. It adds 
a fourth to the number of useful diction- 
aries for young people published during 
the past two or three years. See reviews 
of the Thorndike-Century junior diction- 
ary in the Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1935, Webster’s elementary dic- 
tionary in January 1936, and the New 
Winston simplified dictionary for young 
people in April 1937. 

According to a prefatory statement, 
the vocabulary “has been compiled from 
works recommended for consultation and 
reading by the junior schools, supple- 
mented by terms selected from lists of 
words in recent compilations that have 
noted the frequency of recurrence of 
words used in the arts and sciences, 
handicrafts, and industries, and in books 
selected for general reading and use in 
the public schools.” The list seems 
generally up to date and inclusive for its 
purpose. A few omitted terms which 
one might expect to find are allergy, 
New Deal, and wind tunnel. Abbrevia- 
tions for some New Deal agencies such 
as AAA, NRA, are included, though 
others, as WPA, PW A, are lacking. 

The definitions seem adequate, though 
simple, and are in many cases further 
clarified by the use of illustrative ex- 
amples. Although some terms are duly 
restricted as to usage by the designation 
“slang” or “in common speech,” the dis- 
tinction between formal and colloquial 
use is not in all cases carefully drawn. 
The terms boondoggle and booze, for 
example, are not qualified in this respect. 


Characteristic features of the Funk & 
Wagnalls new standard dictionary ob- 
servable in the New comprehensive 
standard school dictionary are the ar- 
rangement of all words, including ab- 
breviations and proper names, in a single 
alphabet, the absence of appendixes, and 
the listing first of the current or more 
common meaning of a word. Brief 
etymologies follow the definitions. The 
use of the two keys to pronunciation— 
the Revised scientific alphabet and the 
Text-book key—may prove somewhat 
complicated for younger students. 

“Tn spelling the policy followed is con- 
servatively liberal.” Such alternative 
simplified forms of spelling as fotography 
for photography, suggested in the New 
standard dictionary, do not appear. 

Useful lists and tables, such as presi- 
dents of the United States, characters 
of Greek and Roman mythology, numer- 
als, and measures, are conveniently in- 
cluded in their alphabetical order. 
Synonyms are helpfully listed after many 
of the definitions. 

The volume seems substantially con- 
structed. The light gray of the cloth 
binding, however, does not seem the 
wisest choice of color for a book to be 
used frequently by young people. The 
type is large and distinct. The paper is 
of good quality, sufficiently smooth to re- 
produce effectively the numerous half- 
tone illustrations in the text. The oc- 
casional use of reproductions from actual 
photographs, among the textual illustra- 
tions, is an interesting innovation in this 
dictionary. Full-page plates include 
seven in color. 

The New comprehensive standard 
school dictionary should be useful in the 
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home, school, or public library, for young 
people in the upper elementary and 
secondary schools and for adults with an 
elementary knowledge of the English 
language. Recommended. 


The Standard American encyclo- 
pedia; a library of universal knowledge 
profusely*illustrated . . . editor-in-chief 
Walter Miller; foreword by Gordon 
Jennings Laing; advisory editor, W. 
Rainsford Boag; associate-editors, J. 
Bradford Pengelly, Ella Wheeler 
Forkert. 15v. Chicago, Standard 
American corp., c1937. Price varies; 
see review below. 


The Standard American encyclopedia 
was originally published in 1916 by the 
University society in 12 volumes, priced at 
$34.50, George J. Hagar, editor-in-chief. 
This earlier edition was not available for 
comparison. The price of the new edi- 
tion varies. According to a recent quota- 
tion from the publisher, the minimum 
retail prices are $8.85 for the imitation 
leather binding and $10 for the buckram 
binding. As a premium with news- 
paper subscriptions, for which it is being 
widely used throughout the country, it 
is advertised in some cities for 44 cents 
per volume, in others 39 cents. Letters 
from inquirers indicate that sets have 
been sold at retail for higher prices in 
various localities. 

Dr. Walter Miller who is listed as 
editor-in-chief, is professor emeritus of 
classical languages and archeology at the 
University of Missouri. Gordon Jenn- 
ings Laing, author of the foreword, is pro- 
fessor emeritus of Latin, University of 
Chicago. The advisory and associate 
editors could not be identified in the usual 


sources of contemporary biography. Ar- 
ticles are unsigned except for an occa- 
sional one, and there is no list of contribu- 
tors or other evidence to bear out the 
prefatory claim that the editors “have 
had the cooperation of eminent special- 
ists in every field of literary and scientific 
scholarship.” 

Deficiencies in style and organization 
bar the Standard American encyclopedia 
from serious consideration for the public 
or school library or for the individual to 
whom many books are available. The 
editors have obviously aimed at a sim- 
plicity of treatment which might appeal 
to the mass of readers. Ideas are often 
poorly expressed, however, as in the de- 
scription of Vichy, France, as “once a 
place of strength” and many articles are 
too vague, brief, or ambiguous to give 
adequate information, as in the case of 
Anaemia and Apartment house. Other 
lapses in style may be noted, such as the 
hortatory tone of the article “Vivi- 
section: its influence on surgery,” which, 
though unsigned, is written in the first 
person. 

There are many evidences of faulty 
editorial supervision, of which only a 
few specific examples can be cited here. 
Poor correlation of material is illustrated 
in the scattering of biographical infor- 
mation about the Duke of Windsor 
through four articles under the headings 
Windsor, Duke of, Wales, Prince of, 
Edward VIII, and Abdication. The dis- 
proportionate emphasis upon subjects of 
timely but ephemeral interest is exem- 
plified by the amount of space, 7 out of 8 
pages under Abdication, given to the 
Duke of Windsor’s renunciation of the 
throne. Minor errors, factual and typo- 
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graphical, apparently due to careless 
editing, frequently detract from the re- 
liability of the information. There are 
numerous errors and inconsistencies in 
alphabetizing and cross references. 

Although the arrangement is described 
in the introduction as a “departmen- 
talized” grouping of related subjects 
under headings, short 
articles on specific subjects predominate. 

Bibliographical references are given 
with occasional articles only. 

Sixteen pages of small colored maps 
are included at the beginning of volume 1. 

Various copies of the encyclopedia ap- 
pear to differ somewhat in content; e.g., 
in one copy examined Moses Louis An- 
nenberg, contemporary newspaper pub- 
lisher, is the subject of a biography of 54 
lines with a portrait, while in another 
copy the biography is shorter by several 
lines and the portrait is omitted. 

Judged solely as a low-priced refer- 
ence work designed for the home with 
few books, the Standard American en- 
cyclopedia has in its favor much useful 
material apparently based upon authori- 
Statistical infor- 


comprehensive 


tative recent sources. 
mation seems generally up to date. The 
” binding of the set examined, blue cloth 
simulating leather and stamped in gold, 
is attractive and appears sufficiently dura- 
ble for home use. There are many il- 
lustrations and, though some are indis- 
tinct or insignificant, others are clear and 
interesting. ‘The set might prove worth 
the expenditure of $5.85, or $6.60 as a 
newspaper premium for the home in 
which books are scarce and a better set 
cannot be afforded. 

It is not recommended except with 
such reservations. 


Success; vocational information 
series ; directed by Chloris Shade, col- 
laborating with teachers and associated 
research group, Social science depart- 
ment, Joliet township high school, 
Joliet, Illinois. 5154 N. Clark St., 
Chicago, Morgan-Dillon & co., ¢1937. 
55 pamphlets of 20 to 25 pages each. 
$16.50 per set; 3 sets or more for 
$8.25 each. Single copies, 30c each; 
in any assortment of 110 or more, 20c 
each; 165 or more, 15c each. Orders 
not accepted for less than 25 copies. 
This series of fifty-five pamphlets has 

been prepared for counselors and stu- 

dents of vocational exploratory courses in 
high schools. The occupations fall with- 
in the following groups: 

Manufacturing & mechanical 
suits: Mechanical drafting, Pattern mak- 
ing, Machine shop mechanics, Electric arc 
welding, Architectural drafting, Car- 
pentry, Cabinet making, Plumbing, Elec- 
trical installation, Air-conditioning, The 
compositor, The pressman. 

Mining: Petroleum (mining and re- 
fining). 

Commercial: Department store work, 
Salesmanship, The grocery store, The 
florist shop, Insurance, Laundry industry, 
Cleaning and dyeing. 

Clerical: Bookkeeping, 
Office machine operation, 
work. 

Transportation: Aviation, Auto me- 
chanics and garage management, Diesel 
engineering, Trucking and bus service. 

Communication: Telephone and tele- 
graph service, Radio and television. 

Professional service: Commercial art, 
Industrial design, Costume design, In- 
terior decoration, Architecture, Land- 


pur- 


Accounting, 
Secretarial 
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scape gardening, Photography, Medicine, 
Dentistry (and allied occupations), Lab- 
oratory technical work, Nursing, Biologi- 
cal work, Chemistry in industry, Physical 
education, Home economics in industry, 
Journalism. 

Public service: Police and fire protec- 
tion, Civil service, Foreign service. 

Domestic & personal service: Beauty 
parlor work, Restaurant and tea room 
work, 

Agriculture: General farming, Stock 
raising, Dairying, Market gardening and 
truck farming, Forestry. 

The information was gathered by voca- 
tional teachers and a Board of research 
under the direction of Chloris Shade of 
the Guidance department of Township 
high school at Joliet, Illinois, from “‘inter- 
views with officials of the different occu- 
pations, library research and government 
bulletins.” 

Most of the occupations are those open 
to graduates of high schools or technical 
schools. Some require college graduation 
and professional study. For some of them 
it is difficult to find up-to-date material 
elsewhere. The monographs are clearly 
and simply written and present the in- 
formation in a way that high school stu- 
dents can understand. 

Each pamphlet contains a definition, 
brief history, and description of the occu- 
pation in general, including its future 
possibilities and limitations, and a discus- 
sion of specific jobs within the field, with 
their advantages and disadvantages. 
Working conditions, remuneration, and 
promotion possibilities are realistically 
presented, the experiences of the recent 
depression period being taken into ac- 
count. Summaries of legal requirements 


2. 


affecting the occupation in different 
states are special features of some of 
the pamphlets. Statistical material 
seems up to date, and sources are in- 
dicated. 

Qualifications for successful workers 
are discussed in detail. Suggestions to 
students interested in following the voca- 
tion are quite specific, including as a rule 
general summaries of the courses to be 
taken in high school or college, and, in 
some cases, lists of institutions offering 
special training, with tuition costs and 
other information. Existing trade and 
professional organizations with their ad- 
dresses are noted. Outlines for a study 
of local conditions in the occupation are 
frequently given. 

The “suggestions for further reading” 
for each occupation list vocational and 
technical books and magazine articles, 
biographies, government bulletins, and 
trade or professional periodicals. 

The pamphlets are printed in pleasing, 
readable type. 

Another set particularly designed for 
guidance work in the high school is 
the Commonwealth vocational-guidance 
monographs, series A, reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin of July 
1935, and series B in the present issue. 

The concise simple style and practical 
nature of the information in the Success 
series should make it useful for general 
reference work with young people as 
well as for vocational counseling. 

Recommended. 


Webster’s collegiate dictionary, 5th 
ed.; the largest abridgment of Web- 
ster’s new international dictionary, 2d 


ed. Springfield, Mass., G. & C. Mer- 
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riam co., 1936. xxvi, 1274p. illus. 

cloth $4; buckram $5; thin paper ed. 

$3.50-$5 ; leather $7-$8.50. 

This is a new book, abridged directly 
from Webster’s new international dic- 
tionary, second edition, and not a mere 
revision of the fourth edition of Webster’s 
collegiate dictionary, c1931, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1934. 

New type and new plates have been 
used in the fifth edition. In size, general 
appearance and scope it resembles its pred- 
ecessors. The number of pictorial il- 
lustrations inserted in the text has been 
increased to over 1800, but the full-page 
illustrations included in previous edi- 
tions have been omitted, with the excep- 
tion of the frontispiece. The useful, 
full-page table of chief foreign alphabets, 
formerly provided only in the unabridged 
edition, is now included in the Collegiate. 

The general vocabulary has been in- 
creased by 32 pages. Through rearrange- 
ment and incorporation of some words 
formerly in the appendixes, it has been 
possible to find space for many new terms 
in aviation, radio, psychoanalysis, eco- 
nomics, finance, science and other fields. 
Only the most important colloquial and 
slang terms are included. However, 
many of the Lowland Scottish terms 
which formed a separate glossary in the 
fourth edition have been inserted in the 
general vocabulary. 

The definitions have been taken from 
the second edition of the New interna- 
tional dictionary, but in many cases 
modified in the interests of brevity and 
directness. Additions to the synonyms 
found in the fourth edition have been 
made and antonyms not found there have 


been added. The pronunciations are 
based on those in the second edition of 
the New international dictionary and the 
etymologies have been condensed from 
the same source, 

The supplementary features of the 
fourth edition that have been retained 
show considerable revision, with some 
additions and omissions in each section. 
They include: Abbreviations used in 
Writing and Printing; Arbitrary Signs 
and Symbols; Pronouncing Gazetteer; 
Pronouncing Biographical Dictionary; 
Pronouncing Vocabulary of Common 
English Christian Names; Foreign 
Words and Phrases; Vocabulary of 
Rhymes; Colleges and Universities in 
the United States and Canada, with lo- 
cation and date of organization (not 
found in the fourth edition) ; Punctua- 
tion, Compounds, Capitals; Preparation 
of Copy for the Press. In both the Bio- 
graphical Dictionary and the Gazetteer 
the syllabic division of entry forms is in- 
dicated in the Collegiate for the first 
time in the fifth edition. 

Among the added features is a useful 
index to the various sections of the dic- 
tionary which is provided at the end of 
the volume. 

Recommended. 


Who’s who in colored America; a 
biographical dictionary of notable liv- 
ing persons of African descent in 
America, 1933-1937 (Fourth ed.) 
27% cm. Brooklyn, N. Y., Who's 
who in colored America, Thomas 
Yenser, editor and publisher, c1937. 
608p. $7.50. 


WV ho’s who in colored America, first 
issued in 1927, was originally planned for 
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biennial publication, but “owing to eco- 
nomic conditions,” the third and fourth 
editions were issued after three and five- 
year intervals respectively. 

“Eligibility has been based on achieve- 
ment,” according to the foreword, “due 
latitude being allowed those persons whose 
efforts show promise of future accom- 
plishment or who, by reason of establish- 
ing a precedent in some particular work, 
make it arbitrary that a record be made of 
the fact.” Inclusion cannot be purchased. 

The biographical sketches, arranged 
in alphabetical order, give the facts 
usually recorded in dictionaries of this 
type, such as date and place of birth, 
parentage, marriage, education, positions 
filled, membership in associations and on 
committees, offices, political affiliations 
and religious connections, and present ad- 
dress. In addition, many of the entries 
include interesting information written in 
conversational style, about special ac- 
complishments, unusual honors, athletic 
records, and war services of the subjects, 
as well as interesting notes on Negro in- 
stitutions. 

A good feature is the retention of 
sketches of persons who have died since 
the third edition appeared. These are in- 
cluded once more, with the intention of 
adding dates of death ‘“‘to show the com- 
pletion of that Life Story.” In many 
cases, however, though the fact of death 
is indicated, exact dates were not dis- 
covered. A partial list of the deceased 
biographees appears in the front of the 
volume. 

The lack of a more thorough revision 
of the material may be criticized. Al- 
though new names have been added and 
changes and additions made in many of 


the sketches brought over from the pre- 
ceding edition, in many other cases these 
latter show little or no revision. 

Numerous portraits, about three hun- 
dred in number, printed four to a page, 
add to the interest of the biographical 
information. Some of these are, how- 
ever, poorly reproduced. They are not 
included in strictly alphabetical order 
and in many cases are several pages 
removed from the corresponding bio- 
graphical sketches. A few portraits are 
included of persons whose sketches can- 
not be found. 

Typographically the volume is not up 
to the standard of previous editions. A 
geographical index would have increased 
the value of the book. 

Who’s who in colored America is of 
great interest as a representative compila- 
tion of biographical information about 
contemporary American Negroes. The 
fourth edition will be useful wherever 
there is a need for such material. It is 
recommended. 


Who’s who in law; ed. by J. C. 
Schwarz. v.1, 1937. 277 Broadway, 
N. Y., c1937. 1086p. $15. 


According to the preface this volume 
“presents the biographies of over 12,000 
leaders of the American bar,” representing 
every state in the union except Missouri, 
“where present regulations prevent their 
inclusion.” The editor acknowledges the 
assistance of an advisory board composed 
of officials of a number of outstanding law 
schools. It is stressed that “not a single 
line in this volume can be or has been 
paid for.” 

The editor’al work seems well done. 
Material is alphabetically arranged. 
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The sketches emphasize the legal prac- 
tice and legal writings of their subjects, 
though they include also date of birth, 
education, marriage, and important con- 
tributions to the life of the community. 
They seem on the whole somewhat shorter 
than the sketches in Who's who in 
America. 

By comparing the number of biogra- 
phies of lawyers living in Boston whose 
names begin with A, B, C, or D with 
similar biographical sketches in three 
other volumes, it appears that there are 
ninety-six lawyers in Who’s who in law, 
forty in Who’s who in America, 1936-37, 
fifty-eight in The American bar, 1934 
edition, and fifty-eight in the biographical 
section of the Martindale-Hubbell law 
directory, 1937 edition. 

At the end of the sketches are a num- 
ber of lists, including the officers of the 
American bar association, the National 
lawyers guild, and the state bar associa- 
tions, addresses of many other legal or- 
ganizations, geographical lists of law 
schools in the United States and of law 
libraries, and a list of legal periodicals 
with addresses of their publishers. 

The book is well bound in buckram, 
though the super seems somewhat light 
in weight. 
in double columns on good, unglazed 
paper. Inner margins are somewhat 
narrow. 


It is printed in six-point type 


Revisions every four years are contem- 
plated. 

Who's who in law, 1937, should be 
valuable to large general libraries, law 
libraries, and to any library or individual 
having much need for biographical in- 
formation about American attorneys. 
Recommended. 


PRICE NOTES 

The price of the buckram binding of 
Compton’s pictured encyclopedia is now 
$64.90, cash, to libraries and schools, ac- 
cording to the F. E. Compton company. 
The price of the fabrikoid binding re- 
mains the same, $69.50, cash, to libraries 
and schools. 


The Library edition of the Modern 
encyclopedia has been revised to March 
1, 1937, according to Wm. H. Wise & co., 
its publisher. In buckram binding, with 
thumb-notch indexes, it is priced at $3. 
This encyclopedia was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for January 
1934 and a price correction appeared in 
the January 1935 issue. Based on its 
material is Wise’s Concise encyclopedia, 
reviewed in the October 1937 issue. 


The Scribner radio music library, 
which was reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin for October 1932, is now 
priced at $36, with a 10 per cent discount 
to libraries, according to information 
furnished the Committee by the publisher. 
Rising production costs may necessitate a 
still higher price on future printings. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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